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we are fools or,"shall I "say,, even wicked? Whether we are
fools or wicked or both, I am quite clear that we must look for
danger from within,- not fear the danger from without. The
first corrodes the. soul, the second polishes it.

Bombay, 9-7~s46
Harijan, 14-7-1946
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SPEECH AT THE AXC.C,
,    The following is the text of Gandhiji's speech in the AJ.C.C
meeting held at Bombay on the 7th July.
I have often said that man plans but the success of his
plans depends not on him but on the will of the Providence
which is the supreme arbiter of our destinies. Unlike you, 1
am not in my own right but on sufferance. I have been told
that some of my previous remarks about the Cabinet Mission's
proposals have caused a good deal of confusion in the public-
mind. As a Satyagrahi it is always my endeavour to speak
the whole truth and nothing 'but the truth. I never have a
wish to hide anything" from you. I hate mental reservations.
But language is at best an imperfect medium of expression. No
man can fully express in words what he feels or thinks, Exren
. seers and prophets of old have suffered under that disability.
No Inconsistency
I have not seen what has appeared ,in the papers about
what I am supposed to have said regarding the Cabinet Mission's
proposals. I cannot read all the newspapers myself. I content
myself with perusing only what my co-workers and assistants*
may place before me. I hold that I have lost nothing thereby.-
Because of what has appeared in the Press, an impression seems
to have been created that I said one thing at Delhi 'and am
saying something different now. I did say in one of my speeches
at Delhi in regard to the Cabinet Mission's proposals that I saw
darkness where I saw light before. That darkness has not yet
lifted. If possible it has deepened. I could have asked the
Working Committee to turn down the proposal about the Con-
stituent Assembly if I could see my way clearly. You know